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Getting Settled in Musoma

Thanks so much for your prayers and support! We are very happy to be getting
settled in Musoma, Tanzania. We plan to spend the next year to year and a half here
helping nine translation teams get God's Word into their own local languages. We
have already begun to see one local community celebrate the first publication of the
Gospel of Luke in their language.
We are thankful to the Gilmore family for letting us use their home and car
while they're in the U.S. for a year. They also left us two fantastic workers who
come during the week. Fransisca cleans our house and does a significant amount of
shopping and food preparation for us. Richard tends our yard and does a lot of
handyman work. (It's more culturally acceptable to employ a person than to buy a
Our house workers Fransisca and Richard
dishwasher, lawnmower, vacuum cleaner, etc.) We have also enjoyed having a cat to catch
the lizards and mice in the house and bats in the attic, three big dogs to keep strangers out of the yard, and fresh fruit from our yard for
passion and papaya juice. Sometimes in the evenings after work, we sit on the porch and look out over Lake Victoria.
Right now, our normal daily routine consists of giving our workers tasks to do during the day, going into the office every day for a
full workday, stopping at the market or shops on the way home to buy a few things, and going home to prepare dinner. We usually have
some time in the evenings to rest and check email or possibly watch a movie or TV show on DVDs we borrow from other missionaries
in town.

Allison's work in Musoma (as reported by Eric)

In October Allison celebrated the dedication of the Ikoma
Gospel of Luke together with many Ikoma people

Praise & Prayer

• Praise God that nothing important was taken
during a recent breakin

• Praise that Allison's computer wasn't in a

backpack which was recently stolen from a car
• Pray for protection: troubles often happen
around the time of Gospel dedications here

Send financial gifts to:

Wycliffe Bible Translators
P.O. Box 628200
Orlando, FL 328628200

http://www.wycliffe.org 1800WYCLIFFE, ext 3809
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Allison has been working on some linguistic analysis for the Jita language
and learning how to become a translation advisor for the same group. She
has also been involved in a number of other workrelated activities since
we arrived in Musoma. In June she visited some Jita
Correction
villages where she took pictures and learned some
important history and saw historical sites for the
Last newsletter we said that
Jita people. In September, Allison helped with a
the number of Jita speakers is
literacy workshop where Tanzanians met
about 500,000. We found out
together to translate short stories into eight
that the official number is
different languages so that people can learn to
actually closer to 205,000.
read in their own languages. In October, while I
was at a software conference, Allison got to celebrate the dedication of the
Gospel of Luke in the language of Ikoma.

"...in Tanzania it is considered more honoring to drop
in, even unexpectedly, as a guest and be served...than to
invite people to come over..."
(See next page for this story and others...)
Personal Encouragement:

eric_pyle@wycliffe.org
SIL, Attn. Eric & Allison Pyle
allison_pyle@wycliffe.org
P.O. Box 1235
Skype: eric.d.pyle
Musoma, Tanzania
Internet Phone: (650)4795374
(Please email us for mailing info)
http://www.facebook.com/EricAllisonPyle

In other Safari Horizons news...

Eric's work in Musoma (as reported by Allison)

At the beginning of October, Eric returned safely from a weeklong software conference at the
JAARS Center in the U.S. There he and others were able to agree on how their software tools can
share data to enable multiple translators and linguistics to work together better. He was also excited
to hear of more software "in the works" to enable sustenance farmers and others who may have
never used computers before to contribute to Bible translation and language development projects.
In Musoma, Eric has been helping Tanzanians who are using software called Paratext to translate
the Bible into their local languages. Translators can get stuck when the software does not behave the
way they expect or when it allows them to do things that cause problems later. Eric fixes things so
they can continue to make progress on their translations, and he now has authority to speak on their
behalf and help improve the software to meet their needs. As a result of some work interactions,
Tanzanian translators have already invited Eric and me to their churches and village homes to get to
know us better.

A F R I C A

God's Help for our Move to Musoma

Oops!
Be careful what you say you
"like" here. One day a fellow

Oklahoman named Ronit and I
saw a Tanzanian wearing an

OU sweatshirt, so we decided
to tell her we liked it. Then,

without hesitation, she began

giving the sweatshirt to us. We

had to explain that we liked her

wearing it because we had both
gone to that school. Eric

Thanks for your prayers for our move to Musoma! When we left language school and arrived
back in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, we were at a loss as to how to move our belongings across the
Musoma
country. There are no trailers or moving trucks to rent, and we didn't have our own vehicle. Paying
Ta n z a n i a
Dar es
Salaam someone to drive our stuff across the country would have been very expensive. At the last
moment, surprisingly, we met a South African who sends auto parts across the country. He offered
In June God provided a way for us to
move to Musoma
to transport our luggage for free from Dar es Salaam to Musoma (a 17hour drive) along with a
load he was dropping off nearby. This was a huge blessing! This freed us up to take a flight from Dar to Musoma, which meant 2
hours of traveling on a plane instead of 2 days on buses. The plane allowed 20 kilos of luggage per person (44 lbs.), so we were both
able to take one suitcase with us, plus a backpack to carry on. The rest of our belongings arrived a couple of weeks later!

Being a good Neighbor in Tanzania

Our neighbors have been very hospitable. One day I invited our neighbor
Urembe to come to our house, but he asked me why I had invited them to
our house when we had never come to eat at theirs. I had forgotten that in
Tanzania it is considered more honoring to drop in, even unexpectedly,
as a guest and be served tea or share a meal together, than to invite people
to come over on a certain day. So we showed up at our neighbors' house
that Saturday and surprised them (although I had told Urembe we were
coming a week in advance) and they cooked us fresh fish and ugali (a corn
based staple). Then another Saturday Urembe brought fresh fish to our
house and showed us how to clean them (see picture). We served them tea,
cookies, and sodas.
Building relationships with our neighbors helped recently when our
house was broken into and some things were taken that were of interest to
Urembe (right) and his relatives and friends helped us clean
children. A kid in our neighborhood (10 years old) knows our dogs and was
some fish they brought for us
able to get into our house while we were gone. Our neighbors apologized and
made him return things. Since then we have made the house more secure, but we would appreciate prayers for future security and for
the boy to follow Christ and make better decisions in the future! [In other more recent news, Allison's backpack was stolen when we
were in a nearby city (Mwanza) recently. We praise God that her computer was not in it that day, but we did lose our GPS, a video
camera, and several other items (not to mention a nice backpack!). Please pray that we'd continue to trust God in everything!]

See more of our photos and videos at http://www.facebook.com/EricAllisonPyle

