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Eric & Allison at Ruaha
National Park, Tanzania

Born Again Missionaries

Habari yako? Salama? (How are you? All well?) All is nzuri (good)
and salama (well) here thanks to your prayers and support. God is good
and glorious. Tanzania is beautiful and most people here are
welcoming.

Both Eric and I hate to be a
burden. We feel awkward

asking people for help, let

alone stopping by someone's
house without notice. But

It's been over two months since we've left the comforts of home to
here relationships are more
be in the new world of Tanzania. In many ways we feel like children
important than schedules. It is
again, learning how to speak a language, how to show respect and
a blessing to host or help. So,
manners, how to stay safe and healthy, how to build relationships, etc...
to try our best not to interrupt
Even basic things like food & water, time, brushing teeth, money, and
people can be considered
driving are no longer instinctual, but require much thought and a little
selfishly antisocial.
caution.
Being childlike has its advantages. People here typically make time to help and are
forgiving of our mistakes. Many will try to speak English when they realize we haven't
got a clue what they are saying, or help us with how to say things properly in Swahili.

See next page for wildlife photos

Swahili at Riverside Campsite, Iringa

A F R I C A
Musoma
Ta n z a n i a
Iringa
We are in Iringa learning Swahili
until June

We can't believe we've already been at Swahili language school for
six weeks. We have less than three months remaining. We've
learned a lot already, though we definitely struggle to speak and to
understand what we hear. The teachers are very interactive and

O o p s!

One day in class, I (Eric)
meant to say in Swahili

"your eyes [macho] are very

flexible to our learning styles. Every morning we have four and a
big" but instead said "your
half hours of language school and the rest of the day we do
eggs [mayai] are very big."
homework, rest, play games, go on a walk, skype with our parents,
facebook our friends, or go into town to buy things from the market. We don't always have power
here, but we've been glad to figure out how to use our cell phones to access the internet.

Swahili grammar is pretty fun because it is highly structured and consistent. You could make an entire complex sentence just by adding
prefixes and suffixes to a verb. For example, if I wanted to say, "I caused her to be late," I could just say nilimchelewesha [Ididherlate
cause]. If I wanted to say, "I will open the door for you," I could say nitakufungulia mlango [Iwillyouopenfor door].

Assignment Update

Allison has learned a little more about what she will be doing when we get to Musoma. Her
role will be to work with the translators from the Jita language to do both linguistic analysis
and translation advising. The Jita language is spoken by over 500,000 people in northern
Tanzania. As Allison works with native speakers of the Jita language, they will communicate
primarily in Swahili. This means that it's important for her to learn Swahili well now!
Send financial gifts to:

Wycliffe Bible Translators
P.O. Box 628200
Orlando, FL 328628200

http://www.wycliffe.org 1800WYCLIFFE, ext 3809
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Personal Encouragement:

Praise & Prayer

• Praise God that we received our
minimum financial setup goals

• Pray that monthly giving would meet
expected & unexpected needs

• Pray that our time of learning Swahili
will be enjoyable and not too stressful

eric_pyle@wycliffe.org
SIL, Attn. Eric & Allison Pyle
allison_pyle@wycliffe.org
P.O. Box 60368
Skype: eric.d.pyle
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
Internet Phone: (650)4795374
(Please email us for mailing info)
http://www.facebook.com/EricAllisonPyle

